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Synopsis 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

Triptych is Katia Lom’s graduation film from The National Film & Television 
School that uses both live action and animation. 

Triptych is a short film reflecting on the nature of time and memory as a 
daughter empties her late father’s home.  Based on the true story of the 
director’s mother escaping Czechoslovakia in 1951 at the age of four with 
her parents through the woods at night, the narrative blurs the line 
between fiction and documentary.   

Triptych deploys a non-linear structure to express the consequences of 
war on civilians throughout their lives through the prism of the Stalinist 
show trials erupting in Prague as a direct result of the events of WWII.   

Using real vintage artefacts from Czechoslovakia and photographs from 
major archives, Triptych highlights the significance that objects hold in 
bearing witness to the past and connecting future generations to that 
history.  

With millions of people displaced as a direct consequence of armed and 
political conflict at this present day, the film attempts to bring to light both 
a personal and global experience.   
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Awards & Screenings 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

AWARDS 2018 
1st Prize, Best Experimental Film, Rhode Island International Film Festival 
Avid Award for Excellence in Sound Design 
Best Student Film, Imperial War Museum Short Film Festival 
Best Student Film, Short Sounds Film Festival 

FESTIVALS 2018 
Rhode Island International Film Festival 
Winterthur International Short Film Festival (online recommendations) 
Underwire Film Festival 
Leuven International Short Film Festival (THE LABO) 
Imperial War Museum Short Film Festival 
UK Jewish Film Festival 
San Francisco Jewish Film Festival 
Short Sounds Film Festival 
Roving Eye International Film Festival 
Vermont International Film Festival 
Animateka Film Festival 

FESTIVALS 2019 
New York Jewish Film Festival  
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Themes 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

GRIEF 
The film explores our relationship with grief and how we work through our 
feelings following the death of a loved one. 

WAR 
The film explores the impact war and political conflict have on civilians 
and refugees. 

DOCUMENTARY 
The film is based on a true story focusing on the period after WWII in 
Prague when anti-Semitic sentiments perpetuated and infiltrated up to 
the highest powers of the Soviet Union.  The film uses memory as the point 
of view from which to recount these historical events alongside using 
documents and objects from archives and personal collections. 
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Director’s Statement 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

I see objects as witnesses to history.   

Working in archives and care homes before going to film school  
I became inspired by the significance objects hold in bearing witness to 
the past and connecting future generations to that history.   

It is important for my film to be viewed within the historical context the 
impact of war has on people's lives.  We learn of war through the history 
books, and although the main events are explained, the personal 
experiences often do not have a voice. Triptych creates an opportunity 
for my voice to be heard along with my family’s who experienced 
trauma, and generational trauma, as a result of armed conflict.  

I wanted to create a film that was structured and experienced more like 
a poem rather than a straight forward narrative. I wanted to create 
moments that were experienced through different points of view, and I 
wanted to express these by how different emotional perspectives could 
be expressed through different visual perspectives. 

My interest in film lies on its symbiotic relationships with images, music, text 
and performance.  My key influences have been the director Terence 
Davies and the choreographer Merce Cunningham.   

Terence’s use of cyclical story-telling based on memories, domestic 
settings to evoke universal questions and musical references to create 
context are characteristics I sought to bring to Triptych. 

Merce’s use of chance theory to create his dances and his approach to 
movement from its pure physical properties are elements I used in 
Triptych’s animation sequences where I wanted to move away from the 
conventions expected in animation and chose to focus on animation as 
a source of movement to create sensations. 
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Making of: 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

To tell the story of Triptych as many documentary 
elements as possible were employed: 

•    Live action sequences were shot on 16mm 
in real locations and in the majority of takes in 
available light.  The location of the house was  
a home where the member of a family had 
recently passed away. 

•    Most of the objects in the film belonged 
to deceased relatives of the cast and crew.  

•    All the photographs in the film are originals or 
from archives relating to the events in the film. 

•    Several months were spent researching and 
sourcing additional vintage objects made in 
Czechoslovakia for the animation sequences 
and to make the animation sets. The objects 
representing the father were based on  
the inventory of an arrest document relating  
to the director’s family at the time. 

•   In the animation sequences the sets and  
puppets were allowed to move based on the 
properties of the materials they were made 
from.  That is why many of the sets oscillate as 
they were constructed from paper and fabric. 

an aesthetic of truth 
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Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

• The narrative in the animation sequence is 
based on a memory from the director’s mother 
when she was four years old.  The approach of 
the animation sequence is to describe these 
events from the point of view of a child. 

• The piano music in the film is based on  
a symphonic suite by the Czech composer Bedřich 
Smetana representing his motherland and has 
an emotional resonance for many Czechs. 
Bertolt Brecht also used the main theme of the 
composition to create his anti-war and  
anti-fascist anthem “The Song of The Moldau” 
named after the river that runs through Prague. 

• The lime tree is one of the symbols of the Czech 
Republic.  Alex Metcalf from “The Tree Listening 
Project” has developed a special microphone 
to record the inner workings of trees and he 
kindly let us use the sounds he recorded from  
a lime tree, which can be heard at a central 
point in the film.  
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Cast & Crew 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 9 

DAUGHTER 
Lisa Diveney 
Lisa is a Welsh actress.   She starred in 
Brad Birch’s new play “Tremor” in 2018 
that premiered at the Sherman Theatre 
and traveled to New York, Off 
Broadway. She is known on television for 
“Harlots”, “Grantchester” and “Call The 
Midwife.” 

FATHER 
Simon Stephens 
Simon is one of the leading playwrights 
and theatre directors working in the UK. 
His adaption of “The Curious Incident of 
The Dog in The Night-Time” won  
the Olivier and Tony Awards for  
Best New Play. 
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DIRECTOR, ANIMATOR & CO-WRITER 
Katia Lom 
Katia is Swiss, Czech and American.   
She graduated from Swarthmore 
College (USA) as a Studio Art Major and 
The Royal Drawing School (London) on 
The Drawing Year.  She worked for many 
years developing projects for elderly 
people in community centres and care 
homes.  She was a participant at the 
2018 Zurich Film Festival Master Class 
and was invited by SWISS FILMS to their 
2018 Talent Day for her first feature in 
development.   

CO-WRITER 
Angelina Karpovich 
Angelina was born in Moscow and grew 
up in Surrey.  She has an MA in 
anthropology from SOAS, University of 
London, and a PhD in film studies from 
Aberystwyth University. She is the winner 
of the 2017 Feature Screenwriting 
Fellowship from the CineStory 
Foundation, Los Angeles, a participant 
in the 2017 4Screenwriting programme 
from Channel 4, and a past finalist in the 
Austin Screenwriting competition and 
BBC Drama Writersroom. 

PRODUCER 
Nikita Leibovici 
Nikita is an Austrian/Israeli producer who 
founded two production companies 
specialising in advertising and 
corporate film production.  She holds  
a BA in Directing Fiction from the 
Hochschule Mihweida in Berlin.   
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CASTING DIRECTOR 
Laura Lo Zito 
Laura is a stage, film and television 
actress and casting director from 
Germany known for “Anonymous”,  
“In Darkness” and “Nothing Bad Can 
Happen”. 

CINEMATOGRAPHER 
Jonathan Flint 
Jonathan has experience in 
commercials, music videos, fiction shorts 
and animations.  He has shot both on 
16mm and 35mm.  He is currently 
working on a documentary based in 
Kuwait and Italy.   

PRODUCTION DESIGNER 
Rosalind Grégoire  
A BAFTA Scholar, Rosalind graduated 
from Kingston University with a BA in 
Product and Furniture Design.  She has 
held a number of roles in 2D and 3D 
design, graphic design and illustration. 
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EDITOR 
Patrick Miles Widdop 
Patrick is from England and Norway.  
He did his BA degree at Nordland Kunst 
og Filmfag Skole (Norway) where he 
also directed his own shorts. 

SOUND DESIGNER 
Felipe Bolaño  
Felipe has won an “Avid” award for his 
work on Triptych.  He is from Columbia 
and has an MA in performing and 
recording indigenous Music from The 
Pontifical Xaverian University.   
He worked for the Columbian 
government cultural body LASO.  

COMPOSER 
Anna Bauer 
Anna is a German pianist, singer and 
composer.  A graduate of “Popkurs 
Eventim” she is a member of the band 
“Clarence and Napoleon.”  Anna was 
the musical director for Alicia Aumüller’s 
Soviet era production at the Thalia 
Theatre in Hamburg and also 
composed the theatre’s new vision for 
“Orpheus” this year.  She is a member of 
BAFTA Crew 2018.    
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PRINCIPAL CREW 
Director & Animator: Katia Lom 
Producer: Nikita Leibovici 
Story: Katia Lom & Angelina Karpovich 
Text: T.S. Eliot 
Cinematographer: Jonathan Flint 
Production Designer Live Action:  
Rosalind Grégoire  
Production Designer Animation:  
Katia Lom  
Editor: Patrick Miles Widdop 
Sound Designer: Felipe Bolaño 
Composer: Anna Bauer 
Sound Recordist: Joshua Bamford 
Colourist & Online Editor: Eryk Hildebrand 
Production Managers: Frida Lizine, Celia 
Moreno, Stephanie Faucher 
Additional Photography: Bruno Grilo 
Casting Director: Laura Lo Zito 
  
LIVE ACTION CREW BEACONSFIELD 
1st AD: Adam Bachelor 
1st AC: Chris Steel 
2nd AC: Mahalia John 
Gaffer: Tom La Motte 
Sparks: Max Conran, Owain Morgan 
Stills Photographer: Bertrand Rocourt 
Art Assistant: Ian J. Crossland 
Runner: Craig McLearie 
Costume Designer: Clara Brown 
Hair & Make-up: Willow Ropner 
  
LIVE ACTION CREW HAMPSTEAD HEATH 
1st AC: Jerry Pradon 
  
CAST 
Daughter: Lisa Diveney 
Father: Simon Stephens 
  
MUSICIANS 
Piano: Anna Bauer 
Violin: Louisa Wood 
  

Research Consultants: Zlata Hume, 
Angelina Karpovich, Frida Lizine,  
Anita Bruvere 
  
Special Thanks: Philip, Erich, Max, City 
of London, Büro Der Bertolt-Brecht-
Erben & the heirs of Bertolt Brecht, 
United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, Mauthausen Memorial, 
Daniela Gonda, Liza Ryan-Carter,  
Will Turner, Zsofia Szemeredy, Stella 
Heath Keir, Robin Whalley, Helen Lom, 
John Lom, Martin Morris, Lippincott 
Fellowship Swarthmore College, 
Universidad Del Magdalena, Colfuturo 

ADDITIONAL MUSIC, SOUND & PHOTOS 
“Improvisation on a theme of Mà Vlast 
by Bedřich Smetana”: Composed & 
performed by Anna Bauer 
  
“Lime”: Tree recording by Alex 
Metcalf, “The Tree Listening Project” 
  
Black & White Photographs: National 
Archive & Records Administration 
College Park and private collection  

CREDITS 



Press 

Triptych Dir. Katia Lom 

Below is a list of interviews with Katia Lom discussing the film: 

NPR 
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/22/675628119/what-they-took-with-them-as-
they-fled-conflicts  

Imperial War Museum 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/film-festival/in-focus-triptych 

National Film & Television School 
https://nfts.co.uk/blog/nfts-animation-wins-best-experimental-film-2018-
rhode-island-international-film-festival  
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Technical Specs 
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Shooting Format: 16mm (colour and black & white), digital / HD 

Animation Style: pixilation, stop motion, replacement, 2D, hand-drawn 

Duration (incl. credits): 8 minutes and 24 seconds 

Completion Date: 12 February 2018 

Country of Production: United Kingdom 

Production Budget: £6000 

Production Company: National Film & Television School 

Final Print Formats for Exhibition: DCP, digital files, DVD 

Speed: 25 FPS 

Aspect Ratio: 4:3 and 1.85:1 

Sound: LTRT / Dolby 5.1 



Contact 
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Full film and stills available on request: 

Katia Lom 

E: katialom@gmail.com 

T: (+44) (0) 77 941 66 959 

Trailer 
https://vimeo.com/256287815 
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